We have also screened 63 children with JCA for the common anti-DNA idiotype 16/6 and found only one patient with systemic JCA with a raised value. 52 Ten children have been reported who developed systemic lupus erythematosus (SLE) between 21/2 and 21 years after the onset of JCA.s At the time of diagnosis of SLE they had a mean DNA binding of 25%, and retrospective study of stored serum samples showed that four patients had raised DNA binding before the clinical detection of SLE. In a child developing ANA positive arthritis after the age of 10, particularly in association with fever, or in a patient with JCA who develops persistent antibodies to dsDNA, the diagnosis of SLE should be carefully considered. 5 Unlike antibodies to dsDNA, those binding single stranded DNA (ssDNA) are found in many disorders and in healthy controls.55 We 
